Recent progress in the catalytic synthesis of imidazoles.
Imidazole is one of the important heteroaromatic compounds that have found a broad range of uses in, for example, pharmaceutical and industrial applications. Several conventional methodologies for the synthesis of imidazole rings are known; however, they are limited in terms of substrate generality and are not always efficient. Recent studies toward the development of catalytic reactions have brought significant improvements to the preparation of imidazoles. This Focus Review highlights the very recent progress in the catalytic synthesis of imidazoles, particularly those involving the formation of five-membered ring cores.